Atypical scabies in HIV-positive patients.
Five cases of Norwegian or keratotic scabies in HIV-positive patients are described. One of these patients was the source of an outbreak in a hospital, ultimately involving 72 persons. Three of our patients had a markedly pruritic eruption. This is unusual in crusted scabies in which pruritus is usually slight or absent. Two of the five patients had unusual CD4 counts of more than 200 cells per cubic millimeter. All our patients responded to lindane and keratolytic agents. When generalized papular, crusted, or eczematoid lesions are observed in HIV-positive patients, particularly if the CD4 count is less than 200/mm3, scabies should be included in the differential diagnosis.